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Town of Corning Town Board* 
 Position Paper on Cannabis Laws 

Like it or not, marijuana is now legal in New York State although it is still illegal under 
Federal law.  As a town we have only one option and one chance at it, to opt-out of the 
establishment of retail sale and public consumption (a shop that permits purchase and 
smoking on the premises) within the town.  Councilmembers, Mike Brenning, Lon 
Fiscus, Jenniffer Mullen, and Stuart Sammis along with Town Supervisor Kim Feehan 
believe that in order to properly consider the impact of this new law on the Town of 
Corning, we need to have adequate time to hear from residents, assess the impacts, 
and to figure out if we want to allow the retail sale and public consumption within the 
town.  We can do nothing about private possession and consumption.   

The Law 
“The Marijuana Regulation and Taxation Act (MRTA) legalizes cannabis for adults 21 
years of age or older.  This law sets out a framework that will comprehensively regulate 
cannabis in New York State ...  The Office of Cannabis Management (OCM) will license 
cultivators, processors, distributors and dispensaries to grow and sell cannabis in New 
York...” Adult Use | Office of Cannabis Management (ny.gov) 

Each municipality must figure out if they will or will not allow one or both of the following: 

Dispensaries – a stand-alone retail business that sells cannabis in amounts up to 3 oz. 
per sale.   

On-site consumption lounges – These are lounges similar to a cigar bar where 
cannabis is sold and consumed on the premises.   

Under the MRTA, the only action that the Town of Corning Town Board can take is to 
pass laws opting-out of one or both options.  If we take no action by Dec. 31, 2021, we 
are automatically permitting both.  They will be legal in the town, and we cannot opt-out 
in the future.   However, we can opt-in at any point. 

Since we are under such a tight timeline that does not allow for the proper consideration 
of this matter by residents and the Town Board, we recommend adopting laws opting-
out of lounge consumption and dispensaries.   

By opting-out, we will have time to study the impact of both dispensaries and 
consumption lounges on other communities.  Remember that we can if considered the 
best solution, opt-into either or both options at any time in the future.  We cannot opt-out 
after Dec. 31, 2021.   

As a responsible Town Board, we owe it to the residents of the Town of Corning to 
provide adequate time for us to hear from residents, and gather and analyze data on the 
issues, that allow us to craft a policy that reflects the desires of the majority of residents.   
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Residents’ feedback received to date is limited.  This limited feedback also testifies to 
the fact that there is a lack of public awareness of the issue.  In all good conscious we 
as a Town Board representing the will of the residents cannot allow the establishment of 
either dispensaries or consumption lounge businesses in the town without conducting 
due diligence.   

Currently, it appears that the Villages of South Corning and Painted Post, along with the 
Town of Big Flats are opting out of both.  The City of Corning is opting out of at least the 
lounge part.  We believe that Caton is opting out of both.  It is unknown what Riverside 
is doing.   

Action Plan 
To conduct the necessary due diligence, the Town Board will: 

1. Propose two laws - one to opt-out of dispensaries and the other to opt-out of  
consumption lounges at the Nov. 16, 2021, Town Board meeting 

2. Hold public hearings, the first to be conducted sometime between Nov. 29 and 
Dec. 10.  More meetings can be held in that period if necessary.  There will also 
be a public hearing at the Dec. 20 Town Board meeting. 

3. Vote on both laws at the Dec. 20 Town Board meeting.      
4. Assuming one or both laws pass, gather data on how the introduction of MRTA 

has gone from Jan. to June 30, 2022.  Data gathering will include public 
hearings. 

5. At the July 2022 Town Board meeting make a recommendation to either continue 
the ban or prepare a law to opt-in for one and/or both dispensaries and lounges.   

6. Repeat steps 1 – 5 as needed.   

These steps do not indicate whether the town will or will not allow dispensaries and 
consumption lounges at this point.  It merely supplies breathing room for proper 
consideration.  It also does not indicate the position of any Town Board member on the 
issue.    

Respectfully submitted by: 

Town Supervisor Kim Feehan  
Councilman Mike Brenning 
Councilman Lon Fiscus 
Councilwoman Jenniffer Mullen 
Councilman Stuart Sammis 
 
 

*The laws referred to in this document only apply to the Town of Corning outside the Villages of Riverside 
and South Corning.   


